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              Join us May 6 – 8 in Birmingham, Alabama, for the 2024 Main Street Now Conference!
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              About
          
                
              We work in collaboration with thousands of local partners and grassroots leaders across the nation who share our commitment to advancing shared prosperity, creating resilient economies, and improving quality of life.
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              Our Network
          
                
              Made up of small towns, mid-sized communities, and urban commercial districts, the thousands of organizations, individuals, volunteers, and local leaders that make up Main Street America™ represent the broad diversity that makes this country so unique.
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              Resources
          
                
              Looking for strategies and tools to support you in your work? Delve into the Main Street Resource Center and explore a wide range of resources including our extensive Knowledge Hub, professional development opportunities, field service offerings, advocacy support, and more!
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              Your one-stop-shop for all the latest stories, news, events, and opportunities – including grants and funding programs – across Main Street.
          

            

          

                          Overview
                  News & Stories
                  Events & Opportunities
                  Subscribe
              
          
                  
              
    [image: Woman and girl at a festival booth in Kendall Whittier, Tulsa, Oklahoma.]
      
      Kendall Whittier — Tulsa, Oklahoma © Kendall Whittier Main Street

    
  
            
                
              Get Involved
          
                
              Join us in our work to advance shared prosperity, create strong economies, and improve quality of life in downtowns and neighborhood commercial districts.
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              Main Street Business Insights: The Art of Understanding Local Markets
          

                      
              In the last episode of season two of Main Street Business Insights, tune in as host Matt Wagner breaks down how to understand and synthesize local market data.
          

            
                            
              April 10, 2024
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              Main Spotlight: Lessons Learned from a Retail Incubator
          

                      
              Sterling Main Street launched a brick and mortar retail incubator spaces. Executive Director Janna Groharing shares lessons they learned about organization, fundraising, and outreach.
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      Shoppes at Grandon Plaza ribbon cutting. © Sauk Valley Area Chamber of Commerce.
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              One Month Away: Main Street Now 2024!
          

                      
              With just a little over a month to go until we convene in Birmingham, Alabama, for the 2024 Main Street Now Conference from May 6-8, we are excited to announce that the full schedule is available online and the mobile app is ready for download.
          

            
                            
              April 4, 2024
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              Main Street America Partners Secure Allocation of GGRF Funding
          

                      
              The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced $20B in federal Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF) awards distributed to eight national non-profit consortiums. Main Street America looks forward to partnership and engagement with awardees and local programs to identify projects and expand impact throughout our network.
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              Main Street Business Insights: Creating Strong Start-up Communities with Glen Ellis, Sycamore Education and Milady Coffeehouse
          

                      
              In this episode of Main Street Business Insights, Matt sits down with Glen Ellis, owner of Sycamore Education, Dominion Catalyst Services, and Milady Coffeehouse in Fremont, Nebraska.
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              Main Spotlight: Insights From the 2024 Trends Survey
          

                      
              From budgets and staffing to programming priorities and the myriad of backgrounds that bring people to Main Street, the insights and key findings from this year's trends survey provide a snapshot of the state of the Main Street Movement.
          

            
                            
              April 2, 2024
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              The Eclipse is Almost Here! Tips for Engaging Along Main Street
          

                      
              Whether you're preparing your community for a surge of visitors, traveling as a visitor yourself, or looking for a glimpse from outside the path, there are many opportunities to be experience this unique event.
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              Main Street Business Insights: Forming Meaningful Partnerships with Shoalwater Seafood and Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe
          

                      
              In this episode of Main Street Business Insights, Matt sits down with Jaime Courtney, President of Shoalwater Seafood, Derek King, Oyster Farm Director of Shoalwater Seafood, and Shane Thomas, Tribal Council Vice Chair of the Shoalwater Bay Indian Tribe.
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              Main Spotlight: Fostering Connection in BHAM by Creating Third Spaces in Downtown Birmingham and Woodlawn 
          

                      
              REV Birmingham and Woodlawn United share how they work to reenergize spaces and places in Birmingham, Alabama, through civic infrastructure projects in the city’s historic commercial corridors.
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      Birmingham locals enjoying the café-style seating found on 20th Street. © REV Birmingham
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              Backing Small Businesses Grantee Q&A: Sarah Cole, Abadir’s
          

                      
              Sarah Cole, owner of Abadir’s in Greensboro, Ala., was a 2023 Backing Small Businesses grantee. Abadir’s is a pop-up eatery specializing in seasonal and wholesome baked goods influenced by Egyptian traditions and flavors combined with inspiration from true Southern cuisine.
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              Main Street Business Insights: How Main Street Leaders Can Drive Economic Development with Casey Woods, Emporia Main Street
          

                      
              In this episode of the Main Street Business Insights podcast, Matt sits down with Casey Woods, Executive Director of Emporia Main Street in Emporia, Kansas.
          

            
                            
              March 21, 2024
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              Main Street and Preservation Policy: Understanding the Advisory Council on Historic Preservations Report on Federal Historic Preservation Standards
          

                      
              Understanding the Advisory Council on Historic Preservations report on federal historic preservation standards.
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              Join a National Network of Community-Builders
          

          
              Sign up for news, events, and more.
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53 West Jackson Blvd.
Suite 350 
Chicago, IL 60604
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